THE  TRACED T OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
remembered that they regarded Mr. Neville Chamberlain as
their ablest and most implacable opponent.
The new situation came as a shock to Snowden. Gone
was MacDonald's air of brow-beating authority, as he had
known it in the Labour Cabinet. Baldwin, now ringmaster
whip in hand, made MacDonalcl prance around the flood-lit
arena. The difference between MacDonald and Snowden was
that MacDonald liked the prancing, the bright light, the
pinchbeck regalia, the tinsel trappings. Snowden, on the
other hand, chafed under Tory dictation, keenly resented it
and waited, biding his time. The first blow at the c National'
Government was struck by Snowden.
Above all others, Snowden is acknowledged to liave been
the most ruthless fighter. By Baldwin he was recognized as
the most effective propagandist in the 1931 election campaign.
In his letter of resignation to MacDonald, Snowden pointed
out how his trust had been again and again betrayed. He
said that, when the ' National * Government was being formed,
he accepted with grave misgivings MacDonald's offer of a
post. It was only after MacDonald had given definite
guarantees that he yielded. The points were affirmative and
comprehensive. They set out the temporary duration of the
new Government; the emergency purpose of the Government;
the character of the General Election that was to follow; no
merging of political Parties ; no coupons and no other Party
arrangements; no Party legislation of a controversial character*
On each of these points Snowden believed that he had been
betrayed.
His disillusionment began with the breaking of the pledge
that no Party legislation was to be introduced. Nothing could
be more definitely * Party' than Protection. That split the
Cabinet in two, with Snowden and the Free Trade Liberals
on one side and the Tories, MacDonald and Thomas and the
c National5 Liberals on the other. There was no hope of coming
to a decision ; both sides were irreconcilable ; but the trouble
was postponed, very tactfully, until after the General Election,
on the principle of first things first. If they were not returned
to Parliament, it did not matter what policy they decided
upon ; they could not carry it out. The method of cooking
was only relevant after the hare had been caught.
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